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This review is a BETA version! ·ǘǊŜŀƳŜǊΣ ŀ ϵфф I5 aŜŘƛŀ tƭŀȅŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 
joined the scene and we are in pole position to check it out and see if 
ǘƘŜ άƘȅǇŜέ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ н ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳŜΦ /ŀƴ ŀ ϵфф 
value possibly compete with products costing 3 to 5 times as much 
and still keep up with the features and abilities we need today while 
all that it can do is stuffed into a small box? Sit back, relax and see 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ·ǘǊŜŀƳŜǊΧ  

www.mpcclub.com 



The Xtreamer  

Measuring only 
18cm height, 3cm width 

and about 8cm deep, the 
Xtreamer sure is small but we have 

seen small players before. I remember the 
ƛ{¢!w aƛƴƛ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎέ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΥ ά{ƛȊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊέΧ J 
 
Small units however come with limitations and 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
across a few of those. 
 

The front is clean and sober 
only having a led for the 
power status. One might wish 
for a USB 2 connection in 
front. Neither write- or 
network-activity led are 
integrated so no flashing of 
ƭŜŘΩs during these operations. 
Some will find this a benefit 
while others will find this a 

limitation to not have visual confirmation. We are 
completely neutral about this. The led incorporated 
is Red (standby) and green (on), not blue as shown 
online. 
 
The rear is where we will find most of the goodies 
concerning the Xtreamer hardware although we 
also find our first limitation that comes with the 
size of this product. Not all possible connections we 

could need are available. 
For video output we have 
HDMI 1.3 and composite 
only. No Component or S-
Video could be fitted off 
course due to the size. A 
break out box would have 
been nice though 
especially for people with 
beamers (optional 
extensions are always 
fun). 
 
For Audio we are limited to the standard L/R Stereo 
and optical output. The power socket is integrated 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ōƻǘǘƻƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ н ¦{.н Ƙƻǎǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΣ 
a mini USB Slave and then a RJ45 (network 10/100). 
 
The unit is mainly made from plastic components 
held together which for this price was not expected 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΧ ·ǘǊŜŀƳŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǎƛƭŜƴǘέ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
player would it have used aluminum and then 
designed the casing to dissipate heat from the unit. 
Instead, it added a small fan at the bottom of the 
unit which in both medium and full mode makes 
too much noise. 
 
Hot air is being blown out of the unit where the 
stand is attached at the bottom. ON top of the unit, 
we can remove a small cabinet to insert a hard 
ŘǊƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άƎǳƛŘŜŘέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
no rails so one should be careful when inserting a 
hard drive as the SATA connector inside is not 100% 
aligned and can be damaged when pressuring too 
much due to this misalignment and no rail system. 
²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
less. Disks are supported up to 500GB. 
 
CƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ϵнлΣ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦{. ²ƭŀƴ 
Antenna can be acquired for Wireless operation of 

the unit. At the time of writing this review, the 
optional antenna is offered free with any 
order of the Xtreamer making the product 
even more attractive. 
 
The power adapter included is 
tailored for international use and 
includes by default EU power 
plug, US and UK. The Xtreamer 
is thus clearly tailored for 
both home use and on the road. Further package 
contents include the remote control, 2 batteries, 
screws for the hard drive, a USB cable, composite 
cable and a manual. 
 

The remote control is 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǎ 
the best design where 
button placement is 
concerned. The numeric 
buttons are mixed with 
options we often use during 
video playback or operating 
the unit. Xtreamer obviously 
tried to make it easier at one 
point by adding colors to 
several often used features 

ƭƛƪŜ άDƻ¢ƻέ ƛǎ ōƭǳŜΣ ά5ŜƭŜǘŜέ ƛǎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣ ά9ƧŜŎǘέΚ ƛǎ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ά!ŘŘέ ƛǎ ǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
top. 
 

 
 



Other options mixed with the numeric keys include 
ZOOM, Setup, Return (which we prefer would have 
been located below the directional keys), a 
function, menu and TV-Out. 
 
The part for playback and navigating is just below 
the numeric keys. The default directional keys with 
right below the skip back and forth button, play and 
stop button. 
 

 
 

The lower half of the remote is then reserved for 
the other options like previous and next, volume 
control, audio and subtitle selection, A to B 
function, shuffle / repeat, mute and then the sync 
buttons for subtitles. 
 

 
 

The remote has decent reception if pointed at the 
unit directly. Overall the remote is reasonable and 
ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƪŜǇǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ·ǘǊŜŀƳŜǊ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎΦ bƻǘ ōŀŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΧ  

Initial Setup  
The Xtreamer setup is clean and easy but often that 
ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ·ǘǊŜŀƳŜǊ 
has to offer in setup and convenience to tune the 
player to your personal needs. 
 
After less than 30 seconds boot time, the initial 
welcome screen pops up. We go down to Setup and 
start tuning the player using the different 
categories at hand. (We made a video of the full 
setup section at YouTube) 

Playback Section 
Here we can set the bookmark on or off, slideshow 
timƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
background music that can be used in folder mode 
or playlist mode and last but not least, we can 
enable or disable the preview mode.  
 
There are a total of 7 slideshow transition effects 
available which can be turned on or off or can be 
ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ άǊŀƴŘƻƳέ ǿŀȅΦ 
 

 
 
The preview option here actually changes the 
interface for file browsing. While on, selecting files 
will show in the preview window. This is somewhat 
ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǊŜǾƛews, 

but because you can start a file before the preview 
is actually playing. 
 

 
 
When the preview is on but not yet playing, 
pressing play or enter will show you cannot play the 
file at this time in the right upper corner. The 
preview process takes 1 ς 2 seconds depending on 
which kind of file is used and slows down the 
overall speed of browsing a bit. 
 

 
 
Now when using no preview window, the space it 
occupies become available to the file list extending 
the characters that are shown on screen. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAsI8h7i9Sg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAsI8h7i9Sg


While the title scrolls and shows the length of the 
movie below the preview window and the size of 
the file, disabling the preview window shows the 
titles and size next to it. I like this option which 
facilitates playing M2TS files (size tells you which 
files the actual movie is). 
 

 
 
!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŜǘǳǇ ƴƻǿΧ 

Audio and Video  
A comment often made and not always added to 
the players is separate settings for the most used 
formats like DTS, AC3 and WMA. This facilitates to 
setup the/ amplifier is capable of rather than have 
one setting for everything causing you to enter 
setup whenever changes apply. 
 
People without receiver have less trouble and will 
like the fact Xtreamer has DTS down mix support. 
For video the usual aspect ratio settings are there, 
some quality control with the brightness and 
contrast option, TV Out selection up to 1080p / 
24HZ (if HDMI is connected and your TV supports 
ƛǘύΣ άbƛƎƘǘ aƻŘŜέ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀǳŘƛƻ ƻǳǘǇǳǘΦ 
 

 

Network Options  
Both Wired and Wireless network are available 
(optional WLAN Antenna) in DHCP or Manual 
mode. When connected, the IP address is shown in 
the setup section. MAC Address is shown here as 
well. We would like to give you a tip anyway on 
how to find a MAC ADDRESS by using the IP of a 
player. (See this mini guide) 
 

 
 
Wireless security supported include 64/128 bit WEP 
and WPA. 

System Setup 
A huge list of languages is supported and a lot of 
options for subtitle languages are included as well, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άIŜōǊŜǿέΦ  ·ǘǊŜŀƳŜǊ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
targets a wide international public with the amount 
of languages for both the system and the subtitles. 
Time will tell if browsing files in local languages, 
subtitles and then proper translations for the 
interface are achieved. 
 
Misplaced here a bit (should be under networking) 
are the UPnP and SAMBA servers that can be 
enabled or disabled. SMBA allows the Xtreamer to 
be used as a NAS on your network and good to 
know is attached USB storage will be used as well 
by this function. 
 
The system can be updated here using USB and 
HDD only at this time however direct internet 
upgrade is planned to be added. The HDD 
formatting happens here (and reboots afterwards 
due to services implemented) and we can reset the 
Xtreamer to its default settings. 

Misc 
The last section in this series is miscellaneous 
settings which include the screen saver, FAN Speed 
can be controlled here and the TV System can be 
set to PAL or NTSC. This last option actually belongs 
under the AV settings. 
 

 
 
And that concludes the setup option available on 
the Xtreamer. Few tweaks here and there for audio 
options would be nice but other than that, pretty 
much all is covered. 
 
As a little extra, we made a small video of the 
update process and placed it on YouTube for your 
viewing. We will seek to create HD Videos soon 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΧ 
 
!ƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΧ ¢ƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
mode option actually filters out the deep bass 
tones when playing movies and videos. 
 
Xtreamer is recommended to be used with the fan 
set to medium for HD playback, especially when a 
hard drive is inserted. Video playback issues could 
occur when using the fan in lowest mode due to 
the chip getting too hot. Work is in progress to 
implement an automated fan control. 

http://www.mpcclub.com/faq/questions/42/Finding+the+MAC+ADDRESS+of+your+Player!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dqh9TKzvvoQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dqh9TKzvvoQ


Media Playback  
Media players should be capable of quite a bit 
before they actually please us. We need decent 
video playback, the core of the media player, but in 
addition require a balanced picture and audio 
support. In this section, we will run through the 
capabilities of the Xtreamer concerning these three 
options. 

Picture playback  
Pictures are fun to show to visitors, even more fun 
when you can add some effects to them and music 
for some extra fun. This prevents us wasting time to 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƭƛŘŜǎƘƻǿ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
was necessary and picture support was about one 
existent besides showing the image.  
 
We prepared a folder containing images and music 
and properly set the setup of the Xtreamer to use 
transition effects and background music using files.  
 
We found no issues in playback of files and music at 
the same time. Zoom reacts fast and the panning of 
the image works fast too. Unfortunately ZOOM is 
again not progressive which we kind of expect from 
the current players, no exception. The old 2X, 4X, 
у· ŀƴŘ мс · ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƛǎ άǇŀǎǎŞέΦ 
 

 

 
 

The music placed inside the folder plays fine as well 
which I expect is the same for playlists if placed 
inside the directory. Once having used any 
functions like ZOOM, we are required to press start 
again to continue the slideshow. 
 
Repeat seems to be missing as the remote button 
triggers no action on the player. Shuffle can be used 
to mix the pictures and play randomly. The arrow 
buttons function as rotating option. 
 

 
 
The images are stretched to full screen 
automatically. There are no settings that respect 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ƭƛƪŜ ȊƻƻƳ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ άhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛȊŜΣ full 
screen, fit to screen which is the main missing 
option in this section. 
 
Despite the ZOOM functions being incomplete the 
picture section is pretty much great including 
background music, rotation and transition effects. 
 
The slideshow can handle big images quite well, so 
for now, the image section comes out as well 
featured and balanced. One thing that might spice 
up the unit a lot is offering some form of thumbnail 
view of a folder which is missing. It would put the 
cherry on the cake along with progressive zoom.  
Supported files include JPEG, GIF, BMP and TIF. 

Music playback  
Most important is to start with stating FLAC is 
supported, however these come in two extensions: 
FLAC and FLA. Only FLAC extension is shown so this 
is something Xtreamer should add in one of the 
future updates. Further we can find MP3, MP4, 
WMA (no WMA Pro) and OGG listed. No AC3 and 
DTS files are shown as music formats. 
 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ L ŀƳ 
with the picture section and I tell you why that is. 
When playing music nothing is shown on screen 
when pressing play, no info on the music or 
anything is available as far as I can see. Pressing 
άƛƴŦƻέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴȅ ǘŀƎǎΣ ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜ 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΧ This is, the whole feature of the 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǇǊŜǾƛŜǿέ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
setup. It should be different for music or at least, 
the preview options should become separated 
between Video and Music. 
 
Without preview options enabled, all you get is the 
ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭŜǎΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΧ ¢ƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
remains possible but no cover art possibility, time 
info or ID3Tag information can be called, not even 
by the info button. Nothing on screen indicates 
something is playing so visual reference is limited to 
file title and size of the file. 
 

 



The true power lies within enabling the preview 
options on the player which then shows a little file 
player containing all the goodies. 
 

 
 
Cover art (album art), ID3Tag information, time info 
and everything is included here which is great. The 
ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƴƛŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
have it but the video preview I do not want 
personally so avoiding the need to enter setup and 
toggle it on and off all the time is key to keep a 
certain level of convenience. 
 
Options for music playback include FF/RW while 
keeping sound at the first two levels of FF only. 
Repeat function is active allowing repeating a single 
song or the whole directory and shuffle is featured 
on top of that. Pretty good once you get to find 
how everything works. 
 
Overall very easy music section and well features as 
far as options are concerned. Format support could 
be a little better as the Xtreamer sees MP4 music 
files as video files and is missing AC3 and DTS files 
support along with the FLA extension (though FLAC 
is supported). The appealing interface and 
simplicity of it all is simply well done! One of the 
better music sections on media players. 

Another very annoying part off the Xtreamer is that 
it shows the album art as files when browsing the 
music directory which results in a long list of 
useless files. Xtreamer should address this to not 
list these files. (Video showing changing preview 
on/off and album art listed). 
 

 
 
Off course, we can select to filter only the audio 
files, never the less, showing the album art as files 
is still wrong. 
 

 
 
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭōǳƳ ŀǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ŀ ǎƭƛŘŜǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΧ 

Video Playback  
We will move on to video testing now starting with 
Blu-Ray, then DVD and finally the usual HD and Divx 
content. 

Blu-ray  
We start off with problems 
using Blu-Ray backups. Off 
course, full blu-ray is not 
supported however we 
should have the ability to 
play the main movie in 
M2TS format. 
 

We have been struggling quite a few times to get 
the movie started. What happened was selecting 
the m2ts starts loading however then stops leaving 
the loading splash animation on screen, locked up. 
 
We have to try and start the M2TS file multiple 
times before it actually manages to load the movie. 
Over network, using cabled network, the video 
played smooth and without interruptions or 
glitches. 
 
The info button allows calling the details of the 
movie and shows elapsed time and duration in 
form of a slider. 
 

 
 

The Goto Function 
works too however is 

somewhat 
inconvenient. We 
have to call the 
window first, and 
then select the type 

of GoTo, then adjust the time, press enter to jump 
there and press GoTo again to remove the screen 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƘŜǊŜΧ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeTI6eXYDbA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeTI6eXYDbA

